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PRESS RELEASE Tuesday 22nd October 2008
MAM insists that Collective agreement needs to be honoured in full

The Medical Association of Malta held its Annual General Meeting on 20th October 2008 at the Malta Federation of Professional Bodies.

The agreement between the Association and the Government, which was signed last year, was discussed. A resolution was passed unanimously expressing satisfaction that many aspects of the agreement have been implemented by the Government especially in the setting up of training programmes where doctors are being trained to become specialists in various fields of medicine locally. 
However the meeting noted that some of the aspects of the agreement have not yet been sorted out with the result that more doctors can leave the country.
Unfortunately post graduate training co-coordinators have not been remunerated to date, putting in the doubt the long term sustainability of these programmes.

Promotions which had been agreed for basic specialist trainees, higher specialist trainees and resident specialists on completion of training have not been issued to date. The meeting appreciated the difficulties in getting these posts financed and approved but urged the health authorities to issue these posts as soon as possible so to retain doctors who are training locally in the country.

These same doctors, who are working at the hospital for over 30 hour shifts, have also had to endure problems with the provision of meals through no fault of their own. 
Finally it is noted that Sedqa doctors who offer such a precious service have not had their conditions of work updated to the November 2007 agreement and the meeting urged the authorities to ensure that these doctors are treated like their colleagues in the public service.
The meeting authorized the MAM to seek all possible avenues to settle these issues as soon as possible.
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